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ﬁecen@ our ﬁmyon L’ﬂ@ vessel received ﬂmm‘ to trial detervent
devices to deal with the p;ﬂoé/em oﬂ'ﬁmﬂé&/e/nﬂe/aﬁon - fﬂ@'@ of fish
catehes toshavks, 9t has been identified as an increasing ﬂmé/em over
the years and ﬁr@on L’M@ has been chosen to trial several devices
over the next 12 months. ’Tﬁey are the on@ recreational charter fo
trial this thus far on the Great Barvier Reef due to the amount of sea
ﬁ/@y fﬁey com/a[ez‘e over a year. This [rrogram J’m‘f:‘fwfe&/ in the lnst
week or so with the assistance 0}[ Yaiden ﬁw the next 4 weeks /[mm the
University of the Sunshine Coastto get the [program up and running
j'moofﬁ@,

Yaiden came onto the boat with 3 devices this ﬁmﬂficu/m” friﬁ LA
/uﬂo/mz‘ called Shark Shield which is lowered down in the water
aﬁmﬂ side the boat. 9 shoots out electronic ﬁm@ey over ashort distance
which ;ﬂeﬁeﬁ' sharks and not fish. On the first few trials to date it took
awhile to /7057’1‘1’014 it pmpaiﬂ@ at the tﬂgﬁf Jpof a/onjyiﬁ/e the boat
With each cﬁm&ge it did indicate to show less ﬁ'yﬁ taken @ sharks
each time, From Day 1it had cmw;@ vate of two fish taken and
after a couﬁé of more trips with repositioning it had none, 9t is
poyiﬁue sign hut there is a lof still fo trinl. These Shark Shield devices
retail for about $5000 cumﬂen@ 50 not neceym;ﬂ@ aviahle option for
many at fﬁij’yz‘@e,

The second device is called Shark Banz which is 5&:5’1‘0&1@ ab1/2
ounce device Vep/ﬁwinﬂ the sinker at the hottom ofﬂ pafernoyfe;ﬂ ry, 9t
also has the aéiﬁ@ to send out electronic pu&ey to mﬁe/xﬁm@’ butata
lesser range, The problem we ‘v seen thus faris fﬁm‘fﬁey can em'z'@ be

cmgﬁf on the reef as mm'fﬂeop/e experience at times, At $100 feritem
fﬁey are not viahle for the average fmﬂ/e;ﬂ but we have ﬁ/rem@ seen
signs that a shark will attack a hooked fish and let itgo. This we have
observed with scarmarks on the fish's flesh but made it to the hoat,
The third device is a camera which can be hooked to both pm/ucfy to
ohserve what is acz‘m@ ﬁﬂppem’ry helow, With the ﬁ'yﬁinﬂ rig it is
tied ﬁﬂom the main line in between to the terminaltackle or leader end,
9t éﬁm’m@ looks J'fmyﬁf down onto the hook, to observe ﬁk'ﬁ
behaviour or any shark [resence. Af ,5”500 fer item it Mﬂ'm@ is
éei@ used as a tool to collect valuable duta at this poim‘,

This [rogram has a /0@ way to go and fm’aﬁry itat p/i}%renfyfﬁyey
of the  year may pma/uce comp/efe@ different results, We'll ﬁeeﬁ  you
poyz‘e&/ with each repom‘. 9/[ fﬁey deem to work the conce/zz‘ is that we
[reserve our ﬁ}'ﬁ stocks

whilst on charter. On

some bhad ﬁ/ﬂyj' in recent

years we can ose up to

70% of our catch to

sharks.

Weare very pmuﬁ/ and

excited to be frioneering

this fecﬁnm@y and if it

works, it will on@

improf/e our business as

well.
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Fishing On the Daintree

Well it's never a dull moment on the Daintree River as we've
seen quite a bit of action over the fost month, Charters have been
incremi@\/y éwy and is now comi@ o a peaé with school
ﬁo/i/ayx a/rm@ upon us. In between work, fmm@
commitments and u/)%ee/ﬁ@ of the hoat, 9 émﬂe@ have time to
serateh mymﬁ{ 9I'm not comp/aim’ry and know  there is
5'01%51%1’@ that has to be done every o/my,

This fost month we rea@ saw the cooler weather hit the region

and one would think that it would make the ﬁ'xﬁmﬂ ﬂef fmgﬁen

Sure 9 had some quieter /ayy but my ﬂoo/ ﬁ/ayy, which were
more often than not were very ﬁ/em'inﬂ, There's heen some ﬁyﬁ
Waﬁ@ fish come into the system oéuiom'@ escaping the win@

coastline, Forme thisis a éfminﬂ /m@ enoogﬁ to e ﬁ'yﬁi@ the

calmer waters on such a mﬁeyﬁm/ and| pro/ucfiue viver. Where

as the coastal and offshore lads have had a fo&gﬁ time of late with

the south emfer@ trade winds K;c@@ into fu// tilt and ﬁin/erinﬂ

their capaéiﬁﬁex,

9've seen some excepﬁom/ fish in recent weeks coming into the

bhoat andsome have even J'mﬂprixe&/ me. The one mefre queenﬁ'yﬁ

are well and fm@ entrenched in the main fart of the river and 9

fretty much know where to be af what part of the tide to come

across these  guys. Tﬁey are fru@ are great fish to hook up to and
with their antics above and below the water fﬁfi’y are one of my
favourites, There's also been some J'enmﬁona/jz'anf fmm@ fo
8@ that have also come into the river andseem to compreting with
the queenﬁyﬁ, 50 you never quite know atthe fime of the hook- up.
My old faithful ﬁ@ermm&;ﬁeciey have not let me down either
with my eﬁ[orfy amonﬂyf the snags and sunken  structure
pro/uciry c,iaﬁ@ sized ﬁ‘yﬁ averagqing around 50-55cm. 7‘%@
fiﬂﬁf exfreme@ havd if you ve never cmyﬁf a ﬂaa&/ one and be
assured fﬁey are /Woéaé@ the /71'0&0][ viver fish toeaton a p/afe,
On an incoming tide 9've also started to picﬁ absolute ripping
ﬂo%n frem@, At around §~6@ L‘ﬁey cm‘ain@ give the [unters
a run for their money. Zldd to this a coupﬂe of, fpermit or oyster
cracker fish at the é@ end these fish /wun/ for poum/ are
pméﬂé@ the éeyﬁpor{ﬁyﬁ ) you Neome across,

To finish off my very ﬁwppy month a few barea getting up fo
B2em have also been forwarded to my efforts, There's 5eery'wf
enmgﬁ temprerature in the water to entice them into a bite hut
fﬁey wi//ﬂef more elusive as the coo/ew/ayjﬂo on,

9t will be head down and hum up for me moving forward and
confidentthe fuﬁny will remain as /Jmp/ucﬁt/e as it has been,

30yrs Experience
Best River & Coastal
Fishing Experience
Magical Scenery
Croc Spotting
Eco Tour Included
Call: 040961086

South Mossman Roadhouse

6AM - 8PM
7 DAYS
Fishing Gear Hot Food
Bait and Ice Sandwiches
Auto Care Cold Drinks

129 Alchera Drive Mossman QLD 4873 Ph: 07 4098 1656
ABN: 34 069 005 438 003




Dragon Lady Gharters

For us on Uragon L’M@ Charters we've had an inferm/;fef/
month, fim’@ because we had to have a compuﬁmy J'ﬁﬁ/n‘@ of
the vessel| fomm'uey [urposes and then we ex/yem’encef/ o horrible
run of weather at the hack end of the month, The winter or south
emfer@ trade winds certain @ kicked in f/wiry Yune and even on

the /ﬂyy we did ofperate we had to contend with some cﬁﬂ/ﬂeryi@
conditions,

The ﬁjﬁny however was quite reasonabhle com‘iﬁ/eri@ we had to
fish upin the shallows for extra [rotection hehind the reefs, Coral
trout /eﬁnife@ hecame oum’fa/;/e catch ranging from 1@ up to
4@ at best @/Jim@ there were quite few other reef species
mi)(e&/ n inc/wﬁ'rig mey/e;/ emperor, J'friﬁeyf, fmm@ and
5'weef/i/7, Overall fﬁovgﬁ, numbers of fish were quite jOOﬁ/ and
[unters went home with a é@ of fish on each trip. We also

ex/yerience/ a lot of hard fabgﬁf battles with the Chinaman

Fish, not éee/)em' éei@ anon-take ﬁyﬁ, hut fﬁey prow’aé;ﬁ'ome

hard ﬁifﬁnﬂ action. The mackerel f/om‘ remained /rm@ Wief
mainly because we were forced to fish in shallow sections and we

tend to source them at this ime of year in more /eepe;ﬂ water.

From memory we had a brief stint ﬁjﬁﬂ’y for nannygai in the

ofoen waters on 4 vare cou/)/e of occasions with some ﬂoo&ﬁ'uccw,

but we know L‘ﬁey W he theve when the weather setfles. ‘Tﬁey will
be a real focus for us in the coming month or two and 9'm

anticipating some ég ;/ﬂyjyiuen the chance,

With most &/ayx of lute on the water éeiry overcast, cool and
win@ we are well and fm@ due for a break in the weather,

042931/2466

’(/{nﬁiﬂfumfe@ for some, the tervible sea condifions have
coincided with their school ﬁoﬁf/ay ﬁ/am‘ but it is not a é@
surprise at this time ol[ymn

We started our Shark ﬂepreﬁ/aﬁon Grant Proﬂmm this /myf
month but haven theen able fo sink our teeth info if/)rope;ﬂ@ due
to the adverse weather in the hack end 0][ Yune. With the
assistance of Jaiden from the Sunshine Const University we
have ironed out a coup/e 0][ kinks and ;ﬂea@ look forwam/ fo
feyﬁ@ out the anit-shark devices in the comiry weeks fo see i][
fﬁey acfua@ veduce the amount of fish taken @ the ‘men in
grey suits’, Initial trials seem encouraging but there is a /0757
way to 4o and it will see us commit to this J'fu@ for the next 2
months, We are the first charter to trial a couﬁ/e of different
ﬁm/ucfy on the Great Barvier Reef and there's a lof of interest
on awide scale as to the outcome. 9f it works it will on@ imfrove
our charter business hut also reduce the amount of wasted fish
kill due to fﬁe;ﬁmépmé[em,

ﬂaoéinﬂy remain very J'fmry 50 /J/em'e hook in advance,
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Santaire Gharters

We has a rem’onaé@ éw‘y month in June but inumﬂiaé@ losta ﬁw

charters at the back end of the month with some horrible winds

/Mﬁry up the coastline. As you may &épicf @ the accompanying

pﬁofas‘ we got offto @e:ﬂ at the start of the month in more moderate

conditions. These f/ayy were few but @ hell fﬁey were very pro/ucﬁue

with the reeﬁpeciey off the hottom éeiry of the ﬁiﬂﬁm‘ end, It wasn't
a case of how many but more so how éy L‘ﬁey were going to be.

Nﬁmnyﬂm’ﬂnﬁ/ red emperor were up and ahoutina ég way.

As the days pmﬂmj’eﬂ/ the weather jm&/m@ deteriorated and
madea three /ﬂy trifpto Hope Vslomds a bitof a handfulas welll Reef
ﬁ}'ﬁi@ hecame a serious 0%/[9@9 to hold anchor ﬁmpe:ﬂ@ but the
éeﬂufy aboutourvessel there im/waym Ploan B,

On quite a few charters we had no option but to troll lures m’aﬁry in

and out of the swell, This pmue&/ tobhea winning formula com’i&/em'ry
the conditions and on a coup/e of oceasions we hit the Wother Load

Our éeyfﬁ/ay included ﬁoo@'nﬂ Mp 14 Jpam}'ﬁ nmcéere/ and over ﬁaﬁ[
adozen é@ L‘reua@, A lot of fish were released to live another /ay but
it was encouraging see the pe/aﬂic aspect rea@ fire up. The hest
mackerelwas in excess of 15@ and the frem@ were all around 6@,

Undler these conditions and at this time oz[yemﬂ we have a favourite
/)ﬂfcﬁ of water where we J'imp@ run hard éo{/y ures at various

Ph 0409 610 869

Mepfﬁx Ytisnotin oue:ﬂ@ f/eeﬁ water but it was ﬁrop/ucinj doubleand
fw’p/e ﬁoo@uﬁs‘. That ceﬁm’n@ ﬂef,v the adrenalin pumﬁiry hoth
from an anﬂ/er and a crew poinf 0][ view.

Wealso ympeefeﬁ/ a caup/g of hits on this ﬁ/ay from billfish. The reels
would ignite but not engage and upon retrieving the lure for
imﬁecﬁon, the leader was cﬁﬂﬁ%&/ ona coup/e 0}[ oceasions, This is a
tell fa/eyijn fromasmall black marin swiping atthe lure with its bill,
9t is'ﬂoo/ to know L‘ﬁfy are ufs and abhout and we [l run with mprem/
of skirted lures and rwe/ ﬂmﬂﬁyﬁ when we fu@ concentrate
targeting these U,

We also did coupﬁe of /ﬂyy dedicated to J'norée/ﬂ'ry myﬂm}'e/ @ a
dive company and we have quite a few forward éooﬁi@f as welll 9¢
seems quite a few peap[e are keen to have their own pm'ona/ hoat for
their reef experience and the lbonus is we are ﬁappy to have a fish as
wellto bonus add to the ﬁ/ﬂy.

For us at the moment it is a case ofs'iffi@ and’ wafcﬁiry the for the
opprortunity to fish in between wﬁm‘may forove to hea wim@ winter
pem’oa( One L%iry that can be assuved is that we ([ deliver in me/ef as
the outer reef fishes excepﬁam@ well mid year given the chance,
Bottom fiyﬁi@ or surface ﬁ‘yﬁi@ we are ﬁméfry forward to it
%cﬁm’m@ itis now fullon touristseason for the rest of the year.



Reel Cooking with Heff

Garlic Buttered Mackerel

9@%&1@7}&'

4 fillets ﬁo;ﬂﬁone/ of \S’pﬂniyﬁ mackerel

Plain Flour

\S’/v/mﬁ of Vejefaé/e Oil for searing fish

Salted Butter

%’ne@ cﬁap/ye&/ elove of Garlic (nof minced as it burns too c;uicé@ )
Preforved salnd dish & crusty bread

Method

Dust Mackerel fi/ﬁzfs’ n f/omﬂ and then sear on fran on moderate heat fo create a ﬂofpﬁm crust without cnoéinﬂ
fﬁro»yﬁ compéfe@, Cook hoth sides,

Onee ﬂoﬂf/en brown add cubed butter and cﬁoppe/ ﬂmﬂ/ic, turn (e on its side to accumulnte the butter and \gmﬂﬁc
mix to one side.

With a éy serving spoon basts the fish turning the fan from side to side to ensure a even Jprem/ of mix over the
ﬁ//efj', You'll soom see the mix take to the ﬁ%fj‘ﬂi{/}’nﬂ it an even more ﬂo%n look,

Serve a bit of cﬁoﬁﬁenf ﬁﬂm‘@ for [resentation on fish with salnd & crusty bread on sidk,

Locally Port Douglas | NS
By ‘Sharky’ Shane Dowwn

Furelg K nown
By Reputation
Bestin FNQ

Ph 0427 012 735 www.fishingportdouglas.com.au Ph: 0409610869
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